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�������� to the latest edition of our LINX newsletter.  

Making the Real News  
As part of  the BBC News 
School Report Day, ten 
Year 9 students from the 
College had the opportu-
nity to interview the 
Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer at 11 Downing Street.  
They pulled no punches 
asking him who was to 
blame for the credit crunch, 
how much he earned and 

whether he should take a pay cut.  After lunch they were 
treated to a tour of Downing Street, posing for photographs 
outside the famous door.   
  On Thursday 26th March 514 
schools around the UK made the 
news for real with Exmouth Com-
munity College students playing a 
prominent role.  As well as the 
credit crunch our students included 
articles concerning Woodbury 
Common and a report on Girls foot-
ball.   

Army Active in College 
The Army came to the College 
to work with a group of Year 9 
and 10 students. During the 
morning they took part in a 
range of team building and 
problem solving activities, lead 
by Army Instructors. All the stu-
dents involved did extremely 
well and very much enjoyed the experience. 

Future of Exmouth  
Town Officials engaged in a lively de-
bate with Post-16 students on the future 
of Exmouth this summer. The students 
used their 'voice' to give the Town  
Manager and others their ideas on the 

future development of their home town. Silver Surfers Day 
Silver surfers spent the 
day learning about the 
internet as part of a 
scheme designed to keep 
abreast of the latest tech-
nology.  On Friday 15th 
May 60 senior citizens 
and District council Home 
Safeguard staff were wel-
comed to the College to 
learn about using the internet, digital camera and the Wii 
console.  Exmouth Community College students helped to 
explain and demonstrate the use of this technology.  Feed-
back from all concerned was very positive and the partici-
pants found the experience extremely beneficial and 
worthwhile. 

We hope that this edition of LINX will give you a brief pic-
ture of some of the events and activities which have taken 
place in the last, successful, academic year.  We begin the new  
year with another good set of A level results with students go-
ing on to attend Oxbridge Universities.  At GCSE the pass rate 
at 5 A*-C grades again improved, now up to 68%. 56% of 
students achieved 5 A*-C grades including English and Maths 
which is very good.   The college seeks to provide a broad 
experience for young people who have so many opportunities 
at the college to develop their own personal skills and inter-
ests.  Academically we continue to strive for the outstanding 
and in order to do this our staff work exceptionally hard. 

 Open Evening 

 Wednesday 
7th October 2009 

 

 On Green Close site there will be  
exhibitions, classroom demonstration, staff  

consultation and tours. 
 

 The College will be open from  
4.30pm until 7.00pm  

with the Principal’s Address  
at 7.00pm in the Main Hall 

 

 Don’t miss this opportunity to see our successful school, its 
facilities and students. 

�	
���

����
���� To keep up to date with all the latest 
news and information about the  College visit our acclaimed website: 

���������	����������������������
And click the link “Home Page”   
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Ten Tors Success  
Enthusiastic young 
walkers from Exmouth 
Community College 
took part in the gruel-
ling Ten Tors event this 
year.  Congratulation to 
all those involved. Our 
three teams completed 
their respective dis-
tances of 35, 45 and 55 
miles.   
The 35 team shot round and were “in” well before lunch 
looking as fresh as when they started. The 45 team had a 
few more adventures including an injured shoulder and 
‘trench foot’ on one of the most difficult legs which resulted 
in a helicopter rescue. 
The 55 team never looked in doubt of achieving their goal 
and had a storming first day which put them in a brilliant 
position to complete this incredibly demanding challenge.  
A big thank you to all those who have given up weekends 
unpaid to help with the training as well as the sponsors, 
EIC Group, Darts Farm, Ski Weekend and Cotswold Out-
door. We are all looking forward to next year which will be 
50th anniversary of the events history. 

Maths in Motion 
Once again teams gathered at Exmouth Community Col-
lege for the Maths in Motion Challenge.  Last years final 
was an exciting event with teams from Brixington, St Jo-
sephs, St Peters and Woodbury competed for the title of 
Maths in Motion Champions 2009.  The team spent a 
morning using their mathematics skills to prime their cars, 
working out the volume of fuel required and when pit stops 
would be needed.  Angles and degrees had to be calcu-
lated to get the best line for the corners.  This all built to an 
exciting final with the cars changing position.   
Congratulations go to Woodbury Primary School, Winners 
of the 2009 Maths in Motions Challenge.   

Students Meet World Famous Author  
Three 
College 
students 
recently 
had the 
rare op-
portunity 
to meet 
Philip  
Pullman,   
renowned  
author.  

He is most famous for His Dark Materials, a trilogy of fan-
tasy novels comprising of Northern Lights, The Subtle 
Knife and The Amber Spyglass.   
The students travelled to Oxford and were able to discuss 
with the author about his writing techniques as well as 
learn some “tricks of the trade”. 
 

A La Ronde Art Display  
The National Education Officer for the National Tru st 
visited A La Ronde and was ‘blown away’ by the Con-
temporary Art on display by Exmouth Community 
College students. Year 12 AS Art and Design students 
have installed sculptures around the Perimeter Walk for 
the public to enjoy. They incorporate a contemporary 
slant to blend with the character of A La Ronde. The 
pieces are also part of their exam coursework and will 
remain in place until November.   Details of the art and 
the artists have been taken for a written report to appear 
in the internal National Trust Newsletter and possibly to 
be featured in one of their publications. The students are 
grateful to Salli Carr-Griffin and the National Trust for this 
unique opportunity. 

Dance Workshop 
College students took part in creative workshops held by 
a South West Dance Company.  Year 10 GCSE students 
learned new moves in the Attik Dance Company work-
shops run by freelance dance teacher Kaldip as part of 
their curriculum.  The 45 students learned a range of 
physically demanding movements, such as contact and 
lifts, and choreographic starting points for solo and group 
work.   Head of Dance Mrs Shankster-Jones said “This 
was a wonderful opportunity to introduce the new stu-
dents to the physical demands of contemporary dance”. 
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Japanese Taiko 
Drummers Visit 

College 
As the college has its 
own successful Taiko 
Drumming Group it was 
with great pleasure we 
welcomed a group from 
Japan to come and play alongside our group.  They all 
met with Mr Alexander before performing to the Year 7 
students. 

Maths Challenge  
Congratulations to our 
students who took part in 
this years East Devon 
and West Dorset round 
of the Devon Team 
Maths Challenge.  After 
tackling a variety of chal-
lenging questions over 
four timed rounds Ex-
mouth Community Col-
lege students came in 3rd place and were presented with a 
bronze medal.   

Bay FM Studio Visit  
On the 21st May eight competition winners from Years 8 
and 9 appeared live on air from the Bay FM studios. The 
students are all budding radio DJs who had written a short 
essay explaining who they admire in radio, why they want to 
be a DJ and what they 
think the job involves. The 
students appeared live on 
air on the Community 
Hour and were inter-
viewed by Presenter Andy 
Judd. After the experience 
the students were keen to 
show their support for the 
station and its application 
to gain a long-term broadcasting license. Bay FM broad-
casts to the Exmouth area and streams worldwide on the 
internet. They work closely with the College media depart-
ment to support certain courses. 

Accident Awareness Day 
In April the Year 7 students 
took part in an Accident 
Awareness Day.  With the 
combine efforts of the Police, 
Fire and Ambulance services 
the students were treated to 
dramatic demonstrations on 
how to deal with an accident 
situation. 

In Print for World Book Day  
Bethany Foxon from Exmouth Community College won 
a place in the prestigious Evans Schools Short Stor y 
Competition.  Her story, Red, features in ‘The Cry of 
the Wolf and other short stories’, a collection of the 
best secondary school entries to the 2009 Evans 
Schools’ Short Story competition and went on sale f or 
World Book Day. 
Veronica Brown of Evan’s Publishers presented the 
award and said “I thoroughly enjoyed reading Beth-
any’s story.  It incorporated all the elements of a  great 
story.” 

A Fitting Sponsor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Exe Mills Carpets, Ian Reeves, presented a 
new set of shirts to Exmouth Community College's very 
successful girls football team. Mr Alexander, College 
Principal, and Mr Thompson, Head of Sport and Leisure, 
were delighted and very grateful to Mr Reeves for his 
company's generous support of the College. 

Impressed by Web Design 
Two Community College students Sammy Rainbird and 
Heidi Quick were tasked to design a new town website by 
town manager Tony Collins.  The remit was to ensure that 
businesses were represented on issues that affect the 
town and to work on a number of projects providing sup-
port and promotional activity for all of Exmouth’s business 
community.  Nigel Wilkinson of WMW Design built the 
website and said “I was impressed with the designs by 
Sammy and Heidi, so I took on a mentoring role.  Here 
you had a school, a private company and a town  
council working together for the good of Exmouth.” 
To visit the website go to: 
www.exmouthtownmanagement.co.uk.  

Musical Performances 

The staff and students of the music department have 
been kept very busy over the summer term.  The Swing 
band, Junior band, ‘SING!’ the college choir and the 
string and guitar groups have been performing at several 
events locally including Devon County Show, Exmouth 
Festival and the Rotary Summer Cabaret.    
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Sustainable Transport Day  
On the 2nd April over 
70 students from the 
College took part in 
an event run by 
Devon County Coun-
cil's Sustainable 
Transport Depart-
ment. The purpose of 
the day was to inves-
tigate  transport hab-
its to and from school 
and to identify means 
of making  transport more sustainable by making the envi-
ronment around the College and town safer. Students used 
the Devon County Council Geographical Information Sys-
tem and took part in field visits to the surrounding areas. 
The results of their findings were taken away by the team 
from Devon County to be incorporated into the next phase 
of transport developments in and around the Exmouth 
area. It was a challenging, interesting and useful day in 
which all of the students played an enthusiastic and active 
part.  

Youth Speaks Up for 
Rotary  

Exmouth Community College 
students performed excep-
tionally at the East Devon 
round of the Rotary “Youth 
Speaks” competition.  Six 
teams consisting of a pro-
poser, speaker and seconder 
went head-to-head in the public speaking competition 
organised by Exmouth Rotary every year.  Our Year 10 
students, Joshua Jones, Chloe Jankowski and Bethany 
Foxon chose the topic of “What happens next?” This in-
cluded discussing questions about life after death, which 
the judges thought was handled with “intellect and matur-
ity”.   At the end of the evening one of our Year 7 teams, 
speaking on the hot topic of 'Fast Food', was declared 
the East Devon winner in the Intermediate class. 
John Wokersien, chairman of the adjudicators, said “The 
teams all were excellent and gave the judges a difficult 
time in selecting a winner”. 

Cricket Sponsorship  
The College Cricket team has struck a new sponsor-
ship deal with Ideal Cleaners. The fantastic new strip 

has made a huge difference 
to the players and their op-
ponents - making them look 
a lot more professional. Mr 
Simon Leat presented the 
players with their new kit 
and received a big thank 
you from the College, play-
ers and coach, Mr Taylor. 
 

Recently the under 12s, 13s and 15s' teams have been making 
good progress in the Devon and East Devon Cup with some 
players represent the County as well as their College side. 

E-Safety Awareness Week  
With ever expanding new tech-
nologies such as blogs (online dia-
ries), social networking spaces, 
online chat and mobile phones, 
technology is being used in a way 
never seen before. The increased 
use of technology at school and home means that every-
one needs to be more aware of how to protect their identity, 
finances and against e-bullying.  With this in mind all stu-
dents during E-Safety week were made aware of how to 
protect their identity, avoid the dangers of e-mail and the 
pitfalls of social networking sites. An evening presentation 
was also given to parents to help them understand the is-
sues involved.  All the IT staff wore T shirts design by a 
Year 9 student, the winner of the t-shirt competition. See 
above. 

Spectacular Feet 
Students danced their way to the top with a production 
entitled Spectacular Feet.  This showcase comprised of 

80 dancers 
from the col-
lege GCSE 
and A’ level 
Dance Dept 
performing 30 
unique pieces 
of interpretive 
dance.   
 
The students 
are taught the 
basic skills but 
then have to 
create their 

own choreography and performances.  This all goes to-
wards their grades as part of their final examinations. 

Bugsy Malone 
Students worked hard to bring together the razzle and 
dazzle of their drama production ‘Bugsy Malone’.  They 
didn’t disappoint performing to packed audiences every 
night. 
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Praise for Published Poets 
Praise is in order for nine students from years seven and 
eight as they won The Big Green Poetry Machine Competi-
tion .  Their work is published in a book entitled 'A World of 
Difference - Young Voices.'  The students wrote poems 
about War, Racism, Environmental Issues and more. 

Paul Cookson Visit  
Poet and performer Paul Cookson visited the College 
entertaining students with his poems and performance. 
Paul, who visits schools nationally, instantly engaged 
with the students with a his unique delivery of poems. 
Pupils from the local primary schools were also invited to 
join in the fun and he kept students and staff well enter-
tained . The students also had the opportunity to question 
him about his poems and on how to becoming a poet. 

Sports Awards –May 2009 
An outstanding year in Sporting 
Achievement at the College was 
celebrated in style at the annual 
Sports Awards.  
Trophies and Certificates were 
awarded to the students for Effort, 
Performance and Team by top pro-
fessionals in sport. The professionals included ex-student Joe 
Glanfield who has won two Olympic Medals in Sailing; Steve 
Perryman who is Director of Football at Exeter City; Bobby 
Dawson who is a county cricketer and many more. 

Blue Kiss Day  
A World Record attempt took place at ECC and nationally 
to get the most Blue Kisses on paper!  This was all in aid 
of raising awareness of the condition Pulmonary Hyper-
tension.  Blue lips or Cyanosis is a sign someone has PH 
and the charity PHA UK was asking 
for as many blue lip prints to be sent 
to them.  The record is 39,768 and 
they were aiming for 40,000.  Stu-
dents and staff managed to collect 
624 kisses on the day. 

Windsurfing to Success  
A dedicated team from the ECC 
Windsurf Club competed at the 
Exmouth Windsurfing Festival. 
This was the first year the Col-
lege entered a team and they 
impressed the fleet, surfing 
around what turned out to be a 
tricky course with strong tides 
and a variable wind.  

Dan Williams from Year 9 took first place in the race, sailing 
on a 5 metre rig and Starboard Rio board. Late arrival Fin 
Cawthera made up for lost time with some ‘big moves’ in the 
Freestyle competition and a trademark rail-ride manoeuvre to 
seal first place. Prizes were presented by sponsors Star-
board Tushingham, and Waterfront Sports, Exmouth.  

Cracking the Code 
We have been privileged to have had a genuine WW2 
Enigma machine at the College, firstly for presentations 
to all our Year 10 students and then again for a presenta-
tion to parents which was very popular.   
The Enigma project visited the College in March giving 
students the opportunity to learn about the code-breaking 
of WW2 and showing how mathematics is used beyond 
the classroom.  Students were shown how the machine 
worked and given the chance to try their hands at code-
breaking themselves. 
The Enigma Machine was 
brought back to the College 
in June: James Grime from 
the University of Cambridge 
gave presentations to Year 
6 pupils from the local pri-
mary schools and then in 
the evening to parents.  
Everyone was very enthusiastic  about the event and  
enjoyed participating in the demonstrations. 
If you missed seeing the Enigma machine in action, you 
will have another opportunity in the coming year. 

Greenaway Book Awards  
ECC was pleased to participate once again in the prestig-
ious Greenaway Book Awards.  This year, seven books were 

on offer on the National 
shortlist.  Some Year 7 
students from the book 
group along with pupils 
from Brixington, Little-
ham, Marpool and St Jo-
seph's primary school 
joined together for the 
afternoon to decide who 
they thought would be the 
winner. There were 
drama performances, mu-

sical interludes, poems, power point presentations, read-
ings and art work, not to mention lots of cake! 
All the students who took part put in an enormous amount of 
effort into their presentations.  After a fun and rewarding af-
ternoon, “Way back home” proved to be the afternoons win-
ner championed by St Josephs Primary School. The National 
winner was “Harris finds his feet”.    

Colours of Devon 
Canvases produced by Year 8 students from the College 
were chosen for a display at Exeter Cathedral. ‘Heaven 
in Devon  -  Colours of Devon’ is a DES art and design 
project working in conjunction with Exeter Cathedral.  
Students from Miss Kerry, Mrs Lincoln and Ms Cooke’s 
art classes created the artwork as part of this Art and De-
sign project.  Inspiration was drawn from Devon church 
architecture, the county’s countryside and the Celtic knot 
designs.  Students also studied the work of a local artist 
Michael Buckland. All three canvases were then part of a 
silent auction to raise money for charity.   

Autumn 2009 To comment on this issue or contribute to the next, please contact: richard.childs@exmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 

for Staff , Parents and Students 



 

 6 

Printed by college partner, SPEEDPRINT: Dinan Trading Estate, Exmouth.  

Autumn 2009 To comment on this issue or contribute to the next, please contact: richard.childs@exmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk 

for Staff , Parents and Students 

        

...educating for the future 

Details are available on our website:www.exmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk   Look for the “Courses for the Community “panel and click. 
for full details.  Application forms can be downloaded from the website.  A telephone call or email are sufficient to join a course 

Courses For the Community 2009 -2010  
During the next academic year we will be providing courses for the community (provided there is demand)  If you wish to join one of the 
courses below please let us know before September 10th. Exam course: you will pay the registration fee only.  Other courses: we would 
ask for a donation if you can afford it to help us deliver the course.   You will be asked to make a contribution to the cost of materials 
when doing a practical course.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND ANY OF THE  COURSES PLEASE LET US KNOW BY SEPT 10th 
(send NO money) We will contact you to let you know if the course is running/not running. If running dates/details/location/time 

 

CMIT1 Meet the subject co coordinators and learn what you  children will be studying and how to help them ach ieve their very 
best. Tuesday 15th Sept 6.30 p.m.  FREE 
 

 CIT 1 European Computer Driving Licence . One further year for those who have registered to complete the course. Existing student: 
please confirm desire to continue  Free if already registered with the college 
 

 CIT 1a ECDLNew starters. You may register for this course if you have not started yet but will have to complete in one year: a difficult 
task. Only cost: £25 registration for new students .  Course completed on line.  In college support every two weeks at 6 p.m. Exams 
must be taken at college at 6 p.m. session. Registration will be at 6 p.m. 29th September 

   

CIT 2 Photoshop For Beginners   Get to grips with Adobe Photoshop and get those digital pictures looking great. Learn how to use 
filters, re size, etc  17th November 6 p.m. Beginners 17 Nov £5 
 

CIT 3 Photoshop For Advanced By demand to two hour sessions to take your Photoshop further  Advanced 1 9th Feb /Advance 2 
March 9th £5 
 

CIT 4 Computer Animation  An introduction to computer ani mation for beginners  Beginners 1  Beginners 2  “ two hour sessions. 
October 20th and Dec 1st at 6 p.m.  £5 
 

CIT 5 Video editing for beginners Learn the basics of video editing. Continuation of the course if required for additional session 
Nov 10th £5 
 

CIT 6 Website building for beginners   A quick start to web site creation over two sessions. Using Dreamweaver. £5 
 

CIT 7 Computers for the Terrified!  Following on from our popular Silver Surfers course a series of sessions on the basic use of com-
puters to make life that bit more interesting and fun. 2 X 2 hour sessions in Autumn, Spring and Summer. Special sessions can be ar-
ranged for groups from Care Homes/Retirement homes/Groups: contact us Free 
 

CMA 1 Adult Numeracy Test Level 1  Find numbers hard? Want guided help to develop your number skills and develop your confi-
dence? This course will develop your number skills and enable you to take a basic numeracy test certificate. * Those who take this 
course and pass will be able to progress to the level 2 test and to GCSE c grade or above.  Weekly commitment from late Sept  Exam 
Registration fee £10 
 

CMA 2 GCSE Maths Course  Hard work will see you take the GCSE exam summer 2010 
OR you may wish to retake GCSE to improve upon a previous grade with which you were not happy!  The course will require work be-
yond the evening sessions in order to achieve the required standard  Exam Registration fee  

our Skills and Have Fun!    
SK 1 Dressmaking: an introduction  Eight sessions covering the basics of dress making and beating your sewing machine into sub-
mission. Bring your patterns and learn how to read a pattern and create a masterpiece. Supply your own patterns and fabric. Sewing ma-
chines available.  Limited places. Commences November  £15  Materials: you supply 
 

SK 2 Book Club If you enjoy reading and would like to have the chance to explore fiction with a group of new friends with a qualified 
English teacher to challenge and guide you then this is for you. Will meet every three weeks. Why not come with a friend  £10 
 

SK 3 Spanish for Fun/Holidays  A series of six sessions (initially) run by a fluent Spanish speaker who lived in Mexico for three years, 
is a qualified teacher, and will guide you through some basic Spanish.  Commences Jan 2010 £10 
 

SK 4 Scriptwriting for TV and Radio  8 week course commencing October 
Formats for TV and Radio. Putting a story together. The heroes Journey. Archetypal characters. The way to write. Classic Scenes 
Books to help you. The re write Great scripts  £10 
 

SK 5 Start Art  Have you ever wanted to try drawing/painting/pottery? An eight week course to introduce some art techniques. For en-
joyment and fun! Commencing November 2010    £10  plus materials  
   

SOMETHING NOT HERE THAT YOU WOULD LIKE?   
CONTACT US in September  richard.childs@exmouthcollege.devon.sch.uk   Tel 01395 255730   


