cLc Learning Platform Best Practice 39
The cLc Learning Platform is supporting teaching and improving learning outcomes in schools around the
world. These Best Practice examples enable teachers to share experiences, ideas and recommendations to
support and aid other teachers tackling the same challenges.
Find more cLc Best Practice along with curriculum maps and ‘How To’ guides & films at www.clcsuccess.com
School: Grappenhall Heys Primary School
LA: Warrington
Teacher: Matt Boot / Naomi Ottiwell
Students: Year 6
Contact: mattboot@googlemail.com
Learning Focus: To encourage parents to extend learning opportunities for children around the community.
Curriculum Focus: Extra Curricular activities
Tools used:
Forum

How this worked in practice: The school’s Parent/ Teacher Association had raised funds to enhance the
outdoor environment, and the School Council had decided that a gardening area was one of the key priorities.
Gifted and Talented mathematicians in Year 6 were given the task of designing a garden adjacent to their
playground, within parameters of accessibility, usability, maintenance and budget. The teacher who was
leading supporting the children in their planning engaged the children through the learning platform
forum to
consider, respond to, and resolve a range of related challenges. The children recorded their progress on the
forum, both during school and as apart of their homework. The teacher responsible for the project only
works at the school part time, so she used the children’s posts on the
forum to keep up to date with their
work and to offer further guidance. This use of the
forum as a place to think, reflect, democratically decide
and track offline/outdoor learning activities extended the learning beyond the practical activities to the
conceptual life-skill aspects of such tasks that children need to learn to become effective lifelong learners.
By the end of this sequence of work children had developed skills in:
Literacy: Question & Answer, Persuasion, Chronological Reflection, Debate
Next Steps: The children could create links between their class area and their
eportfolio homepage in
order to suggest resources and
links to support photographs of their practical activities, learning journal
blogs reflecting their personal learning experience within this, and to showcase their collective
achievements.

The named teacher has kindly agreed for this example and the relevant contact details, to be shared within the cLc community for other teachers benefit.
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