cLc Learning Platform Best Practice 137
The cLc Learning Platform is supporting teaching and improving learning outcomes in schools around the
world. These Best Practice examples enable teachers to share experiences, ideas and recommendations to
support and aid other teachers tackling the same challenges.
Find more cLc Best Practice along with curriculum maps and ‘How To’ guides & films at www.clcsuccess.com
School: Gorse Ride Junior School
Teacher: Lara Savory
Contact: lsavory@gorseride-jun.wokingham.sch.uk
Learning Focus: To share and nurture a love of reading.
Curriculum Focus: English > Reading > Book Reviews
Tools used:
Forum

LA: Wokingham
Students: Year 5

How this worked in practice: Children at Gorse Ride Junior School have been encouraged to share a love of
reading and to engage in reading a range of genres, authors and materials. As part of this the teacher here set
up a
forum where children were asked to add reviews of their favourite books in order for other children to
gather ideas about what to read next. The
forum was organised into a number of topics with each genre
being a different topic so that children knew where to add their review to and where to find other reviews. The
example seen above right is for ‘Adventures and Mystery’ reviews.
To ensure that the
forum is used for the purpose of increased engagement in book review sharing and for
purposeful Literacy learning the teacher has given clear expectations and guidelines in the introduction seen
above left. This ensures that the children’s entries stay on track and that the discussions do not deviate or lose
quality of work. As part of the setting out of expectations the teacher has also made clear that the children will
earn a reward (in this case a House Point) for their work so that they are engaged and encouraged to
complete the task. The children therefore have a real audience for their work, clear expectations and success
criteria, real outcomes and rewards and strong motivation to engage with the task. This combination ensures
that the activity is used correctly and has impact upon children’s learning.
By the end of this sequence of work children had developed skills in:
English: Book Reviews, Author studies
Learning: Self and Peer Assessment
Next Steps: Within the cLc children could now also begin to keep their Reading Diaries through a
blog in
their eportfolio. This could be used by children to track their reading, by parents to highlight successes and
challenges, and by teachers to support assessment, evidencing and target sharing.

The named teacher has kindly agreed for this example and the relevant contact details, to be shared within the cLc community for other teachers benefit.
www.uniservity.com

